
 

FALKIRK TRINITY CHURCH NEWS 
 

SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
 

Sunday 3rd September at 11.00am & 2.00pm 
Communion: all who love the Lord are welcome to share around His table. 

Services led by Kay Brown 
 

Sunday 10th September at 11.00am 
Theme: Angels 

Service led by Kay Brown 
 

Sunday 17th September at 11.00am 
Theme: Angels 

Service led by Robert Allan 
 

Sunday 24th September at 11.00am & 7.00pm 
Morning Theme: Midges 

Evening Service of Prayer for Palestine/Israel at 7.00pm 
Services led by Robert Allan 

 

 
 
 
 
          Contacts 

Rev Robert Allan, Minister, 625124, minister@falkirktrinity.org.uk  
Rev Kay Brown, Assistant Minister, 617352, kaybrown1cpw@gmail.com 
Rev John Jenkinson, Pastoral Assistant, 625498, jh.jenkinson@sky.com 
Mrs Morag Jenkinson, Session Clerk, 625498, sessionclerk@falkirktrinity.org.uk  
Mr Gordon England, Deputy Session Clerk, 714320, gandm.england@gmail.com 
Mrs Gillian Gardner, Business and Development Manager, Church Office 611017, thefawkirk@outlook.com 
Mr Robert Tait, Organist, 713746, bob.tait@blueyonder.co.uk 
Mrs Marianne Pattison, Safeguarding Officer, 716087, marpat@virginmedia.com 
Mrs Elaine Harley, Safeguarding Officer, 557352, elaine.harley@tiscali.co.uk 
Mr Alastair Jeffrey, Treasurer, falkirktrinitytreasurer@virginmedia.com 
 

Church News for October 2017 
Please send to the Church Office via e-mail (thefawkirk@outlook.com) or hand into the office by Tuesday 19th  
September.  Thanks!  
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Important Information  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Life -  what’s happening here? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parking in Church Grounds 
On Sundays, we try to keep as many spaces within the 
grounds for those bringing folk to Church who are unable to 
walk far or cope with the hills/steps around the Church. If you 
are able to cope with these, then please make use of the 
various parking places around the town centre.   Please drive 
very slowly and with great care as you enter and leave the 
Church grounds as many people are on foot. 
 
 
 
 

Worship 
Please note that we now stream Sunday 
Services on line. Although there may 
occasionally be times when the congregation 
is seen, the main focus will usually be towards 
the front of the Church. If anyone wishes to 
discuss this, or has any concerns, please 
speak to the Minister. 
 
 

Strathcarron Hospice Phials 
Phials for donations to Strathcarron Hospice are  
available on the table in the Vestibule. Please feel free to take 
one to fill with any coin value. Once full, the phials should be 
returned to Boston Glegg.   

 
 

 
 

Church Diary 

¶ Kirk Session meet at 7.30pm on Tuesday 12th September in 
the Main Hall 

¶ Book discussion at 7.00pm for tea/coffee with 7.30pm start 
on Thursday 14th September 

¶ Family Life Centre Team meet on Thursday 28th September 
at 10.00am. 

Prayer Tree 
We have a prayer tree in the Vestibule. Please leave a message 
on this if you want prayers said for yourself or others. 

 
 

Pastoral Visitors 
If you are interested in finding out more about 
becoming a Pastoral Visitor, please contact 
Irene Scott. 
 
 

Minister on Leave 
Our Minister is on leave from Monday  
21st August to Tuesday 12th September, both 
dates inclusive. Pastoral care will be provided 
by Kay Brown and John Jenkinson. Kay will be 
on holiday from 13th September through to  
4th October.  
 

Pastoral Assistant 
John Jenkinson, our Pastoral Assistant, will be retiring from his post at the end of September. Many people have 
greatly appreciated John’s visits and ministry amongst us through recent years and we thank him for all his work!  
 

Summer Read Discussion 
The Christian Growth team invite you to join a 
discussion about ‘Journey to the Well’ by 
Diana Wallis Taylor on Thursday  
14th September at 7.00pm for tea/coffee then 
a 7.30pm start. All are welcome to come 
along and share thoughts on the book. 
 

Office 
A little reminder that if you have messages for Gillian or for 
our Caretaker, Alastair Jeffrey, then please do not approach 
them on Sunday mornings but leave written notes in the box 
in the office, or you can contact them through the week at the 
office – thank you!  

Wanderers 
The outings this month will take place on 
Friday 8th and Thursday 21st September.  
Anyone interested in coming along 
for the first time should contact  
the Office.  

 

Did you know…..? 
This monthly news sheet and the Faw Kirk Magazine are available to read online at www.falkirktrinity.org.uk. We also 
use Twitter and Facebook to keep in touch! 

 

http://www.falkirktrinity.org.uk/


A note from our Treasurer 
For the last couple of years, a mainstay of our “Business Plan” has been to establish our historic church building as an arts 
and performance venue. Bob and Christine’s tireless efforts had already established our reputation with classical, organ and 
choral audiences.  
 
Last year, Gillian led the breakthrough into various types of “popular” music and literature. Hard work by volunteers 
including Alastair & Elizabeth, Morag and John, Marianne and David, Jean and Iain, Mitch and Gillian’s husband Andrew and 
friends resulted in several successful gigs. Last year’s highlight was Falkirk Live which saw Rose Room, New Focus Jazz 
Quartet and Karine Polwart all appear at the Faw Kirk. The fact they all chose to use our sound and lighting validated our 
decision 2 years ago to invest on this front. Already in 2017, we have run many successful events including Earth Hour, 
Carron Cast, Dr David Hamilton, Auld Hats New Heids, NYCoS choirs and our own Glenbervie Duo. 
 
This year, Gillian and Alastair have been working with outside agencies and promoters to put together our most ambitious 
programme yet. An initial suggestion from Joyce led Gillian to work with the Howgate and Eden Consultancy to drive 
through the creation of Falkirk’s first music and literary festival, The Falkirk Storytelling Festival. It is hoped that this will 
grow into an annual event. It also anchors our Autumn programme. If you are on Facebook, then check out ‘Events in the 
Faw Kirk’ where you can find out more about what’s going on. 
 
Autumn Programme 
Thursday 21st September – top Scottish author Chris Brookmyre 
Chris was a journalist before the publication of his award-winning debut novel 'Quite Ugly One Morning' established him as 
one of Britain's leading crime novelists. His Jack Parlabane novels have sold more than one million copies in the UK alone. 
His book, 'Black Widow', won the McIlvanney Prize 2016 for Best Scottish Crime novel and the Theakston Old Peculier Crime 
Novel of the Year Award for 2017. 
Friday 22nd September – tbc 
Saturday 23rd September – legendary Scottish musician Brian McNeill will hold a musician’s workshop in the afternoon 
before entertaining us with an evening of music song and storytelling. A career spanning 48 years has established  
Brian McNeill as one of the most acclaimed forces in Scottish music. Brian was born in 1950 in Falkirk and has been 
described as ‘Scotland’s most meaningful contemporary songwriter’ (The Scotsman); add to that his work and influence as 
performer, composer, producer, teacher, musical director, band leader, novelist and interpreter of Scotland’s past, present 
and future and you have a man who has never stood still. He has performed around the globe, both as a soloist and with 
some of the era’s most influential bands, including Battlefield Band, which he founded in 1969, Clan Alba and as a core 
member of the UK fiddle phenomenon, Feast of Fiddles. Brian performs and teaches regularly at many of the world’s major 
festivals and is the longest running booked artist at Cambridge Folk Festival. 
Friday 13th October – Country trio “Ashton Lane” in concert.  
British Country band Ashton Lane are husband and wife duo Esther and Tim O'Connor and they are part of a new wave of 
home-grown modern country music originating in the UK. They will be joined at The Faw Kirk by Esther’s dad, Wet Wet Wet 
guitarist Graeme Duffin. Last year, Ashton Lane performed at the famous Country 2 Country festival in London, as well as 
receiving nominations in two categories at the BCMAs (British Country Music Awards) for best duo and best song. They also 
played an impressive set at McEwan’s Party At The Palace in August, and toured extensively round Europe. Their most 
recent album Nashville Heart also received five star reviews and radio support around the UK and Europe. 
Saturday 25th November – singer songwriter “Duke Special” in concert 
Duke Special is a songwriter and performer based in Belfast. A piano-based songwriter with a romantic style and a warm, 
distinctly accented voice, he has distinctive long dreadlocks, eyeliner and outfits he describes as "hobo chic". His live 
performances have a theatrical style inspired by Vaudeville and music hall. His 2017 UK tour will feature songs inspired by 
the poet and writer Michael Longley. 
 
As you can see it’s going to be a busy autumn on the events front! Money from events and lets now form a significant part of 
our income, directly supporting the work and mission of Falkirk Trinity. In addition, they bring large numbers of people into 
our wonderful building – and who knows, some may be inspired to return on a Sunday! 
 
Please do what you can to support these events. It would be great to see more Church members at these concerts. If they’re 
not your cup of tea, then please promote them by talking about them to friends, family, colleagues and neighbours.  Please 
share the events on social media. Or could you help out? We are always looking for volunteers for front of house roles. 
 
A lot of work has been done on your behalf to bring these events here – please do your bit to make them a success. 
 
Alastair Jeffrey 
Church Treasurer 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Produce Table 
The Produce table will be open for business in the hall vestibule on Sunday 3rd September immediately after 
the service.  Any donations of jam, marmalade, surplus fruit, vegetables, plants would be very gratefully 
received.  If you are unable to bring the goods to church yourself, please contact the office and 
arrangements will be made to pick them up.  The final produce table will be available on Sunday 1st October.  
 
The proceeds from the produce table will be donated to the East Africa Crisis Appeal, which has been set up 
to support South Sudan, Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia who are suffering from a catastrophic famine 
 
Kelpies Canter 
The second annual Christian Aid Walk will take place on Saturday 30th September at the Helix.  The official 
start time is 10.30am but those taking part can start any time from 10.30am - noon.  The 9km walk will start 
at the Great Lawn, go through the Wetlands to the Kelpies, over the lock and along the Carron until it 
reaches Love & Kisses.  From there it circles back to the Kelpies towards the Great Lawn, but before reaching 
the Great Lawn the route takes the back walk under the underpass and round behind the Stadium.  Once 
there it circles round past the Stadium and back along the underpass.  Once through, it takes the route back  
to the Lagoon and the Great Lawn. This walk will take approximately 90 minutes.   
 
The 5k route is suitable for all ages.  It will start at the Great Lawn, go through the Wetlands to the Kelpies, 
over the lock and along the Carron until it reaches Love & Kisses.  From there it circles back to the Kelpies 
and the Great Lawn. It should take less than an hour to complete. Those taking part can be sponsored or, if 
preferred, can give a donation to Christian Aid to take part.  
 
In addition to the walks, there will be face painting, games, a Scavenger Hunt, music and the chance to have 
your photo taken with the Kelpies mascot. At the end of the day, there will be a shared picnic on the Great 
Lawn (weather permitting).  
 
More information about the walks and sponsor sheets can be found on the Christian Aid table. 

Car share 
Do you come to Church in your car on Sundays? If you do, would you like to volunteer to pick one or two people up 
and bring them to worship? If so, please let the minister know or leave your name with Gillian in the office. 

Bereavement Support 
 If you would like to find out more about the Bereavement Support groups which are held at the Church – or if you 
know of someone who would like more information – please come along to a Drop In session.  These will be held on 
Tuesday 26th September from 2.00pm to 4.00pm and on Thursday 5th October from 6.30pm to 8.00pm. You don’t 
need to stay for the whole time – just come along at any time which suits you during the session. The Drop Ins give 
you the opportunity to ask questions, to find out more and to meet those involved. The programme uses “Seasons 
for Growth” material and suits people needing a little help along the way – it is not a counselling programme.  
  
If these dates and times don’t suit or you would like to find out more about the groups before September, then 
please contact the Church Office on 611017 and leave your details. 

Volunteers 
We are in need of more volunteers to help with the Café in the Kirk, Sunday mornings with Youth Station, Sunday 
Club during summer Sundays, helpers with Wanderers, cover for our Caretaker during holidays, special events held at 
the Church, Sunday morning Church officer, to name but a few! Could you help, even on an occasional basis? Then 
please don’t let it drift, let Gillian in the office know as soon as possible. Thank you! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Falkirk Trinity Church Choir Practices - 2017  
The choir meets once per month on a Thursday evening with some additional evenings in the period before Easter 
and Advent/Christmas. The practices are held either in the Main Hall or the Archway Room from 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
on the following Thursday evenings: 

¶ 31st August   ¶     23rd November  

¶ 28th September   ¶     30th November  

¶ 26th October   ¶     14th December    
The choir also practices before each Sunday Service at 10.15am prompt in the Archway Room. New members are 
always made welcome. Anyone interested in joining the choir should speak to Bob Tait or contact him via the Office. 
 

 

 

 

Donation Station Project – August and September Shoebox Appeal  
This year, we will once more be collecting filled shoeboxes for Blythswood Care to distribute at  
Christmas time.  The 121,474 shoeboxes received last year were distributed in Albania, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Pakistan, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine.  
  
We will be gathering shoeboxes through August and September. Please only donate filled boxes; this year we are 
not collecting individual items for the boxes. Completed boxes can be left at the Donation Station and should be 
handed in by Sunday 1st October. You can pick up a leaflet with full instructions and a checklist.  You should cover 
your shoebox with bright wrapping paper (covering the lid separately so it can be easily opened and checked). 
Then decide who your box is for – a man, woman, elderly woman, teenage girl/boy or boy/girl.  Blythswood ask 
that you try to include in your box the following -  toothbrush and toothpaste; hat scarf and gloves; soap; a small 
toy for a boy or girl and sweets (no chocolate and the “best before” date should be after March 2018). Tick the 
items included on the checklist and tape the checklist to the top of the box.  Hold the box closed with elastic 
bands. If you have any spare shoeboxes, then please bring them to church and leave them at the Donation Station 
so we can cover these and leave them for people to take away and fill. Let’s give hope to someone in need this 
Christmas! Thanks. 

Walking Group  
The Walking Group will meet at Forth Valley Royal Hospital during the month of September at the usual  
time of 7.00pm. 
 
Saturday Walk  
The next Saturday walk will take place on the 16th of September at the North Third Reservoir, west of Bannockburn. 
It is expected to take just over 2 hours. If you would like to go, or for further details, contact Elizabeth Donald. 

 

 

‘The Shack’ 
Friday 27th October 

Here’s advance notice of our film night screening of the ‘The Shack’, based on William P Young’s best-selling novel. 
Starring Sam Worthington, Octavia Spencer, Graham Greene, Avraham Aviv Alush, and Sumire Matsubara, this is the 
story of family tragedy, divine intervention from a series of strangers and a reminder of the all-encompassing love of 
God.  

 

Spanish Lessons in the Faw Kirk 
Do you want to learn Spanish? Classes are now available here from the 20th of September at 7.00pm and are suitable 
for beginners and holidaymakers. Contact Lila at lila@HelloToSpanish.com for more information. 

 
 

Being Disciples 
Do you want to refresh or deepen your spiritual life? A quiet day on the theme of being disciples, organised by 
Mission and Discipleship and led by Steve Aisthorpe and Grace Penny, will be held in Ardoch Parish Church, Braco on 
the 23rd of September from 10.00am to 3.30pm. Speak to Moira Simpson or see the Church of Scotland website for 
more details. 

mailto:lila@HelloToSpanish.com


 
 

Music and Events in the Faw Kirk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What  else is on ? 

 
 

 

Dates for  your diary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Duke Special 
Saturday 25th November at 7.30pm 

Duke Special is a fabulous songwriter and performer based in Belfast, Northern Ireland. He's a piano-based 
songwriter with a romantic style and a warm, distinctly accented voice. His live performances have a theatrical 
style inspired by Vaudeville and music hall, and often incorporate 78s played on an old-fashioned gramophone, or 
sound effects from a transistor radio. On this very special tour, Duke Special will be performing songs and music 
based on the poetry of influential and renowned Belfast writer, Michael Longley. Longley’s poems are full of 
gentleness, honesty, mischief and love and are peppered with a cast of artists, animals, flowers, friends and long 
forgotten soldiers. As ever, Duke Special is mining a new seam of inspiration, hunting for treasures and what it 
means to be a human being. 
 
Tickets are £ 15.00 and available from the Office or www.seetickets.com 
 

 

 

¶ October worship theme: Back to basics!  

¶ Sunday 1st October: Family Harvest Thanksgiving Service with BB/GB enrolment – collecting items for the 
Falkirk Foodbank 

¶ Friday 27th October: “The Shack” Film night at Church. 

¶ November worship theme: Re-shaping the world!  

¶ Sunday 5th November Morning Service with celebration of Bob Tait’s 50 years as our organist; snack lunch 
after worship in hall. 

¶ Saturday 11th November: 9.00am – 10.00am Prayer and pancake breakfast. 

¶ Sunday 12th November: Remembrance Sunday – cenotaph service at 9.45am and morning worship at 
11.00am. 

¶ Saturday 2nd December: Christmas Fair 

¶ Sunday 3rd December: Advent Communion 

¶ Friday 15th Dec: Christmas Swing Evening with Strathcarron Singers 

Falkirk Storytelling Festival 2017 
21st – 24th September 

This is a brand-new event in the heart of Falkirk town centre and there’s something on for everyone! 
The Festival has its roots in storytelling but reaches out to cover music and performance. There’s lots to  
do, hear and see - brochures are available in the Church or go online to www.falkirkstorytelling.com to find out 
more! Tickets for our events are available from the Office or www.seetickets.com 
 
 

Falkirk Operatic Society presents ‘Aspects of Lloyd Webber’ 
Falkirk Town Hall 

Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd September (matinee and evening on Saturday) 
Tickets are now available priced £12 from Elizabeth Donald, Elizabeth Woodford or www.falkirkoperatic.com 

 

http://www.seetickets.com/
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